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POLITICAL. 


The Mitér Vilds (Lahore) of the 7th March says: we gry 
heartily congratulate the natives , 
on the termination of the Afghan 

war. True, the war was practically at an end long ago, 

but we were hitherto afraid that the Government might be 

led astray by the cry of interested persons and retain Kan- 

dahar. The retention of that province would be always a 

source of anxiety and danger tous. But the Secretary of 

State has lately declared his intention of evacuating Kanda- 

har, and for this we should congratulate ourselves on our 

good fortune. It was Lord Beaconsfield, Lord Lytton, Sir 

Richard Temple, General Roberts, &., who protested against 

the abandonment of Kandahar, as might be naturally expected. 

Lord Beaconsfield desired to make war upon Afghanistan. 

Lord Lytton declared the war and faithfully carried out his 

wishes. Sir Richard Temple greatly assisted in the prosecu- 

tion of the war. Sir Frederick Roberts has been loaded with 

honours for his services in the war. They naturally desired 


Kandahar. 
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that the Government should retain a part of Afghanistan in 
order that the war might not be considered to have been use. 
less. Just look at the curious arguments they brought for- 
ward in support of the retention of Kandahar. They said that 
we should not give np Kandahar, because it has already been 
in our possession for the last two years, because it is a valu- 
able portion of Afghanistan, and because its acquisition was 
the only result ef the war which cost twenty millions sterling. 
This resembles very much the conduct of a robber who should 
first rob a man of his jewels and then refuse to restore them 
to the owner on the ground that they have been in his 
possession for some time past and that he incurred a great 
deal of expense in committing the theft. The retention of 
Landikotal is recommended on the ground that roads go both 


_ to Kabul and Kandahar from that place. But when we have no 


intention of going again to Kabul or Kandahar, what have we 
to do with Landikotal ? Moreover, it should be observed that 
we are anxious to secure the good will of the Afghans, but 
will the annexation of any part of their country, we ask, 
make them our friends or enemies? It is a matter of great 


satisfaction that the Government has resolved to evacuate the 
whole of Afghanistan. | 


The Akhbdr-i-Am of the 12th March says that a careful 


The Russo-Afghan cor- perusal of the Russo-Afghan corres- 
res pondence. pondence shows that the late Amir 
Sher Ali was perfectly justified in making friends with Ruse 
sia, and apparently this is the reason why the late Conserva 
tive Government did not deem it expedient to publish the 
correspondence, It should he observed that the correspon- 
dence begun between Sher Ali and General Kaufmann after 
no less than fifteen months had elapsed since the recal of the 
British Envoy from Kabul, and after Sher Ali’s ambassador 
had been expressly told at the Peshawar conference that, if 
the late Amir would not agcede to the wishes of the British 


Government, it would, in conjunction with Russia, destroy his 
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kingdom. ‘There is no doubt that Lord Lytton was anxious 
to declare war against Afghanistan at once, but he was obliged 
to defer the commencement of hestilities with that country on 
account of the crisis which existed in Europe at the time and 
which threatened to lead toa war between England and 
Russia. When he was convinced that the Government of 
India thirsted for his blood, he despaired and saw no means of 
safety. In the face of Lord Lytton’s threat that the Govern- 
ment of India, in conjunction with Russia, would destroy his 
kingdom, he could not have the courage to ask Russia for 
assistance. When he was daily expecting the invasion and 
destruction of his kingdom by the British troops, a Russian 
mission appeared on his frontier. His officers tried to stop 
the mission but in vain. It entered Kabul and told the Amir 
that the Russian power would gladly make friends with him. 
He accepted Russia’s offer, and obviously he could have 
adopted no other policy under the circumstances. 


The Panjdit Akhbér, of the 9th March says that it is a 
matter of satisfaction that the Gov- 
ernment has decided to abandon Kan- 
dahar. We have advocated abandonment from the outset. 
The retention of the province would constantly involve us in 
difficulties and would be a drain upon the Indian exchequer. 
Moreover, the retention of Kandahar by us would induce 
Russia to occupy Merv, and when she occupied Merv we 
should be obliged to extend our frontier to Herat. Thus the 
result would be that our boundary would become conter- 
minous with that of Russia, which we should avoid, 
because it would frequently lead to quarrels between us and 
the Russians. We should make over Kandahar to the Amir 
Abdul Rahman Khan, and withdraw our troops. If, after the 
retirement of our troops civil wars break out in Afghanistan, 
we should not interfere. Whoever is victorious in the end, be 


Kandahar. 


he Aiyub Khan himself, he should be recognised by us as Amir 
of Kabul. If Abdal Rahman Khan succeeds in defeating his 


rivals and maintains his authority, so much the better. 
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The Vritt Dhdrd, of the 7th March, briefly refers te the 
Spitzkop disaster, and remarks that 
the Boers being Dutch settlers are a 
civilized people and are well versed in the tactics of war. 
They have one advantage over the British, namely, that they are 
well acquainted with their mountainous country. Moreover, 
they are good marksmen. Hence it is obvious that it will 
not be very easy for the British Goyernment to suppress the 
rebellion in the Transvaal. Is to be regretted that British 
military officers, being over-confident or over-ambitious of 
fame, sometimes act with undue haste, and risk battles with- 
out ensuring success. This sometimes leads to disastrous re~ 
sults. Such melancholy occurrences not only cause the loss of 
many valuable soldiers and officers but also lower the prestige 
of British power. When the British power declares war against 
any country, it should make preparations on a sufficiently 
large scale in order to ensure success. The carrying on of 


war in a half-hearted way is both dangerous and more ex- 
pensive. 


The Spitzkop disaster. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjab, of the 7th March, says that Aiyub 
ener ee Khan’s ambassador has arrived in Kan- 


dahar apparently with the object of 
entering into negotiations with the British officers there 


about that province. The Amir Abdul Rahman Khan has 
sent a mission to His Excellency the Viceroy at Calcutta 
Rumour is afloat that I’s& Khan, who is shortly expected at 
Kabul, will be sent by the Amir to Kandahar to take posses 
sion of the province after the retirement of British troops. 
Some British statesmen strongly urge the retention of Kanda- 
har. But the Government seems to be bent on abandonment 
and will probably shortly withdraw the troops. Itis difficult te 
realize why it kicks away the only substantial fruit of the Af- 
ghan war which cost us so much blood and treasure. Moreover, 
it should be observed that, if we retained the province, neither 
Abdul Rahman Khan nor Aiyub Khan would wage Wat 
against us. But, in the event of our retirement, whether We 
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make it ever to the former or to the latter, there will be un- 
doubtedly a bloody war between them. We hope that the 
Government will reconsider its policy and take permanent 
possession of Kandahar. 


The same paper says: we have heard with deep regret of 
the annihilation of General Colley’s 
force by the Bors. We have hard- 
ly forgotten General Burrows’ defeat when another disas- 
ter has befallen our troops. General Colley was a brave 
and experienced officer. He tried a stratagem and occu- 
pied the hills in the night. In the morning the enemy 


The Spitzkop disaster. 


attacked him in great numbers and annihilated his force. 


We have to take three things into consideration in connection 
with this melancholy occurrence. First, it is said that our 
ammunition ran short. Why did not Sir George Colley take a 
sufficient quantity of ammunition with him? Secondly, why 
were no reinforcements sent to him from the British camp? 
Thirdly, he does not appear to have obtained correct inform- 
ation about the enemy. Why did he not make good arrange- 
ments for the purpose? It is to be regretted that we should 
be exposed to such severe reverses at the hands of barbarous 


people. Our military organization is faulty, and should be 
improved, 


NATIVE STATES. 


The Koh-t-Ntr, of the 12th March, publishes an article 
The alleged ill-treatment Communicated by a Musalman from 
of Musalmaus in Kashmir. Kashmir. The writer endeavours to 
refute the charges which were brought against the Kashmir 
darbar in the petition which appeared in the Rahbar-t-Hind 
of the 22nd February last (See the Selections from Verna- 
cular newspapers for the week ending the 1st March, 1881, 
page 116). The writer states that no unjust tax is levied 
from the Musalmans in Kashmir. In regard to the alleged 


non-payment of wages to the Musalman labourers who aro 
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pressed into service, the writer remarks that the labotrers 
are always paid full wages. Half of the wages is generally 
even paid in advance. The rates of wages are, of course, 
comparatively low in Kashmir, because prices are very 
low there. In regard to the alleged exclusion of Musal- 
mans from the service in Kashmir, the writer says that 
the number of Hindu officers is undoubtedly greater than 
that of the Musalmans, but the Musalmans are not entirely 
excluded. He refers to some Musalmans who hold high 
offices in the State and remarks that the Musalmans are 
not so largely employed in the public service as the Hindus, 
because they are generally quite illiterate and unfit for pub- 
lic service. The Musalman officers generally have one or two 
private Hindu servants who do all their writing work for them. 


Even the Musalman traders generally keep Hindu servants to 
carry on their work. 


(The Rahbar-i-Hind constantly publishes complaints 


against the Kashmir darbar and the Koh-t--Nur contradicts 
them. ) 


The Panjabi Akhbar, of the 9th March, complains that the 
isha, officials in Bharatpur oppress the people 
and extort bribes. Justice is sold to the 

highest bidder. The result of the prevalence of this tyranny 
and oppression is that a large part of the population has 
emigrated from the State. In regard to the late census ope- 
rations in the state the Panjabi Akhbar, ov the authority of a 
trustworthy correspondent, remarks that at the time of the 


former census the population of the town of Bharatpur was 


61,440 men, but when the inhabitants were counted in Feb- 
ruary last, they were found to be only about 40,000. Several 
expedients were adopted to swell the returns in order to con- 
ceal the decrease of population. The names of those persons, 
who have left their houses in Bharatpur and taken their abode 
elsewhere, were entered in the lists. The names of those 
outsiders who came to Bharatpur with marriage parties front 
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the 3rd of February to the 17th of February were, of course, 
entered in the lists, but the names of those outsiders who 
had left before the 17th idem were not removed from the lista 
when the lists were finally checked on that day. We should 
not be surprised if the same thing were done at other places 
in the State. ‘The former census shows the total population 
of the State to be over nine lakhs, but the population has 
been reduced since to two thirds. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Akhbér-i-Am of the 9th March, in regard to the case 
The case of Sardar Mu- Of Muhammad Haiyat Khan, remarks 
hammad Haiyat Khan. that it is difficult to realize why the 
case is being investigated secretly. If the Government in- 
tended to make secret enquiries, it should not have made the 
matter public xt first. Now that Haiyat Khan has been pub- 
licly suspended, there seems to be no reason why his trial 
should be conducted secretly. Is it the object of the Govern- 
ment to make him a seape-goat? He has been charged with 
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having extorted money from the Afghan sardars. If he really — 


practised extortion, he might have done it at the instigation of 
General Roberts or any other high European official. It should 
be remembered that he was deputed to Kabnl as a subordinate 
officer, He coald not do what he pleased. The court may 
conduct its proceedings with great justice and honesty, but 
the public will have no confidence in them if they are 
kept secret. If he be declared innocent the people will 
say that he probably extorted money from the Afghan 
sardars at the instigation of General Roberts, and that the 
Government has acquitted him in order that General Roberts 
may not be brought into disrepute, If he is convicted, they 
will say that the Government held a secret trial purposely, 
In order to prevent such suspicions the Government should 
order the trial to be conducted in open court, 


The Shola-t-Ttir (Cawnpore) of the 8th March says that 


The deaths of natives Europeans frequently mistake natives 
caused by Kuropeans,. . for game and shoot them. - The -Amrit 


& | 


Bizér Pattrika draws the attention of the Government to the 
subject in a long article. It is incumbent on the Govern- 
ment to put a stop to the evil. The frequent ocourrence of 
such incidents is a great stain on British rule. The acquittal 
of the accused in such cases induces the natives to imagine 
that the European Judges are partial to their own country- 
men. The natives, semi-barbarous as they are, are human 
beings, and it is the duty of the Government to protect their 
lives. The only way of checking the evil is that no European 
who voluntarily or involuntarily causes the death of a native 
should be allowed to escape scot free, 


S00 conten The Nur Afghdn (Ludhiana) of the 10th March says 
The settlement of land that it is rumoured that the Govern- 
Sovenas. ment has issued orders to the settle- 
ment officer to the effect that he should be guided by the 
market rates of grains in assessing the land revenue. If 
this rumour is correct, there is no doubt that the Govern- 
ment demand will be enhanced and not reduced at the new 
settlement, as was generally expected, and the condition of 
the agricultural classes will become worse in futare. It is 
well known that there are different kinds of soil which vary 
largely in fertility. There are no means of irrigation in 
some places, and the cultivation there depends entirely on 
the fall of rain. The growth of crops is very uncertain at 
such places. High prices have been ruling for some years 
past owing to the war, famine, and other causes. Under 
these circumstances it is necessary that assessments should be 
based both on prices and the nature of the soil. Moreover, 
it has not yet transpired what part of the produce will be 
fixed as the Government due. Formerly, the rule was that 
Government took one third of the net produce as its due 
from the cultivator. The cost of cultivation was estimated 
at one-half of the gross produce, and therefore the cultivator 
had to pay only one-sixth of the gross produce in addition 
to the school cess, the road cess, &c. This was, undoubtedly, 
a just apportionment of the produce. It has been sup* 


» 
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ported by so high an authority as Adam Smith in his 
Wealth of Nations. 


The following is an extract from the English supplement to 
the Anjuman-i-Panjib. of the 7th 
The judgement ~ecorded 


by Mr. Justice Straight in March :-— 


} der case Queen- ° : 
a “ae ie Aattobes “ We wonderif Mr. Justice Straight 


— was in England when the Saffron Hill 
murder case was tried in the Central Criminal Court. If 
he was, or read the facts of that trial, the lesson which they 

taught seems to have been lost on him. In that trial, when 

sentencing -the supposed murderer to death, the illustrious 
Judge, now no longer on the bench which he had so long and 

so worthily filled, was led away by an unusual display of 
sentiment to declare for the satisfaction of the public at large 

and perhaps of the prisoner himself, that he was as sure of 
the guilt of the aceused as he was of his own existence. The 
tables however were turned on the eminent Baron, and the 

zeal of Mr. Negretti of the well-known firm of Negretti and 

Zambra, discovered the man who had killed Harrison in a 

drunken scuffle, and who after trial was sentenced to a long 
term of imprisonment. Mr. Justice Straight seems to have 

followed this rather unfortunate example in passing sentence on 

Adolphus Cooper, for he not only entirely concurred in the 

verdict of wilful murder which the jury had bronght against 

the prisoner, but, as if anybody would doubt his Lordship’s 

sincerity, he assured the wretched man that he wasas satisfied 

with the verdict ‘as I am with my own existence.’ The 
world, let us hope we are not exaggerating the number, is 

always ready to give an English Judge credit for the honest 

discharge of his duty, and we believe it will dispense with 

personal allusions to his own existence as adding any weight 

to his sense of duty.” 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 9th March, urges that con- 
victs should be employed in cultivat- 


Jail industries. 
ail industries in g land in preference to any other 
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kind of work, such as the manufacture of paper, &c, In the 
first place, the convicts must necessarily require a great deal. 
of time to learn the art of making paper. Secondly, the 
manufacture of paper does not pay so well as cultivation will, 
Thirdly, the convicts who have learnt the art of manuface 
turing paper in the jail cannot earn a livelihood by the prac. 
tice of that art after their release from imprisonment, as 
there are few paper mills in the country, It will be better 
that the convicts should be employed in carrying on cultiyas 
tion in the neighbourhood of jails on scientific principles, 


LOCAL. 


A correspondent of the Rohilkhand Akhbdr of the 5th 
The prevalence of theft March, (received on the 14th idem), 
and gambling at Hisar, ss : , ) 
Panjab. writing from Hisar, complains of the 
prevalence of theft and gambling at that place. The writer 
states thaton the 20th February a theft was committed at the 
house of a man which is situated near the police station in the 
day time, and about seven or eight hundred rupees worth of 
property was stolen, The owner himself caught the thieves, | 
but received no aid from the police. The writer complains 


that the police take bribes from thieves and that thefts are 
committed by their connivance, 


The Panjab Punch (Lahore), of the 8th March, publishes 


The police. an Urdu poem, communicated by a cor¢ 
respondent. The writer complains that 
the police oppress the people, take bribes from thieves, &¢. 
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